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Some advocates of evolution propose that there is some still-unknown law that
can explain the production and development of complex life from nonliving matter.
They believe there is a “self-organizing principle” in matter, and that if this is true

then it eliminates the need for belief in intelligent design to account for the existence
of life.

There are two serious errors in this position. The first is that it has no scientific
confirmation. They often refer to Ilya Prigogine’s Nobel-prize-winning work on
self-ordering structures in systems far from thermodynamic equilibrium, and
Prigogine himself once made some comments that this might have something to do
with the origin of life. But he made these comments very cautiously, and in several
decades there has been no further progress in proving any such connection. Order is
not the same as complexity, and life is complex, not merely ordered. The matter that
I come in contact all the time shows no self-organizing principle or capability at all!
All the matter I have ever seen is only able to disorganize itself.

The second serious error is that even if this were true, it would not eliminate the
concept of design, only relocate it. If matter has some inherent ability to organize
itself enough to account for all the amazing complexity of present-day living things,
then we must explain why it happens to have this ability. So this becomes another
aspect of the argument in section one, about the characteristics of the universe being
designed so as to be suitable for the existence of life.
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