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Biograpby of Raymund Lull

S

thread without breaking it we must loosen
the web. To understand Raymund Lull,
we must put ourselves back seven hundred
years and see Europe and the Saracens as
they were before the dawn of the Renais-
sance and the daybreak of the Reformation.
Altho the shadow of the dark ages still fell
heavily upon it, the thirteenth century was
an eventful epoch, at least for Europe. The
colossal power of the empire was waning,
and separate states were springing up in
Italy and Germany. The growth of civil
liberty, altho only in its infancy, was already
bringing fruit in the enlargement of ideas
and the founding of universities. In Eng-
land, Norman and Saxon were at last one
people; the Magna Charta was signed, and
the first Parliament summoned. About
the time when Lull was born, the Tatars
invaded Russia and sacked Moscow: Sara-
cens and Christians were disputing not only
the possesston of the Holy Land, but the
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