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Europe and the Saracens

]

rulership of the world. Altho in the East
the long struggle for the Holy City had
ended in the discomfiture of the Christians,
the spirit of the Crusades lived on. The
same century that saw the fall of Acre also
witnessed the fall of Bagdad and the extinc-
tion of the califate. In Spain, Ferdi-
nand of Castile was winning city after city
from the Moors, who were entrenching
their last stronghold, Granada. The year
1240 marks the rise of the Ottoman Turks;
Lull was then five years old. Before he
was twenty, Louis IX. had failed in his
crusade and been taken prisoner by the
Sultan of Egypt; emperors had deposed
popes and popes emperors; and the Inqui-
sition had begun in Spain to torture Jews
and heretics. At Cologne the foundations
of the great cathedral were being laid, and
at Paris men were experimenting with the

new giant, gunpowder.

All Europe was heated with the strong
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