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wine of political change and social expecta

tions. In the same century sudden and

subversive revolutions were taking place in

Asia. The Mongolian hordes under Gen

ghis Khan poured out, like long-pent wa

ters, overall the countries of the East. The

califate of Bagdad fell forever before the

furious onslaught of Hulaku Khan. The

Seijuk empire soon advanced its Moslem

rule into the mountain ranges of Anatolia,

and Turks were disputing with Mongols

the sovereignty of "the roof of the world."

The beneficial effects of the Crusades

were already being felt in the breaking up

of those two colossal fabrics of the Middle

Ages, the Church and the Empire, which

ruled both as ideas and as realities. The

feudal system was
disappearing. The in

vention and application of paper, the mar

iner's compass, and gunpowder heralded

the eras of printing, exploration, and con

quest in the century that followed. It was
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