
Europe anb the Saracens

not dark as midnight, aitho not yet dawn.

The cocks were crowing. In 1249 the Uni

versity of Oxford was founded. In 1265

Dante was born at Florence. The pursuit

of truth by philosophers was still a game

of wordy dialectics, but Thomas Aquinas

and Bonaventura and Albertus Magnus

left a legacy of thought as well. The two

former died the same year that Raymund

Lull wrote his "Ars Demonstrava." It

was in the thirteenth century that physical

science struggled into feeble life in the cells

of Gerbert and Roger Bacon. But these

men were accounted magicians by the vul

gar and heretics by the clergy, and were re

warded with the dungeon. Marco Polo the

Venetian, the most famous of all travelers,

belongs to the thirteenth century, and did

for Asia what Columbus did for America.

His work was a link in the providential

chain which at last dragged the New World

to light. But both Marco Polo and Roger
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