
Europe anb the Saracens

angelic purity and signs of gross sensuality.

It was an age of self-denying charity to suf

fering Christians, and of barbarous cruelty

to infidels, Jews, and heretics. The wealthy

paid immense sums to redeem Christian

slaves captured by the Saracens; and the

Church took immense sums to persecute

those who erred from the faith. When the

Crusaders under Godfrey of Bouillon (who

refused to wear a crown of gold where his

Savior had worn a crown of thorns) came

in sight of Jerusalem, they kissed the earth

and advanced on their knees in penitential

prayer; but after the capture of the city

they massacred seventy thousand Moslems,

burned the Jews in their synagogs, and

waded in blood to the Holy Sepulcher to

offer up thanks! The general state of

morals even among popes and the clergy

was low. Gregory VII. and Innocent III.

were great popes and mighty reformers of

a corrupt priesthood, but they were excep-
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