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Biograpby of Raymund Aull

tions in the long list. One of the popes
was deposed on charges of Incest, perjury,
murder, and blasphemy. Many were in
power through simony. Concubinage and
unnatural vices were rife in Rome among
the clergy. Innocent IV., who became
pope the very year Lull was born, was an
outrageous tyrant. Nicholas III. and Mar-
tin IV., who were popes toward the close
of the thirteenth century, rivaled each other
in infamy. The pontificate of the former
was so marked by rapacity and nepotism
that he was consigned by Dante to his In-
ferno. The latter was the murderous in-
stigator of the terrible “ Sicilian Vespers.”
Martensen says that “the ethics of this
period often exhibit a mixture of the morals
of Christianity with those of Aristotle.”
And this 1s natural if we remember that
Thomas Aquinas represents the height of
medieval morals as well as of dogmatics.

Sins were divided into carnal and spiritual,
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