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In 1264 this order had eight thousand

cloisters and two hundred thousand monks

Some of these monks were saints, some

scientists, and some sensualists; alongside

of unmeasured superstition and ignorance

in the mass of the priesthood we meet with

genius of intellect and wonderful displays

of self-forgetting love in the few.

Yet the most sacred solemnities were

parodied. On "Fools' Festival," which

was held in France on New Year's day,

mock popes, bishops, and abbots were in

troduced and all their holy actions mim

icked in a blasphemous manner.

Practical mysticism, which concerned

itself not with philosophy but with per

sonal salvation, was common in the thir

teenth century, especially among the

women of the Rhine provinces. St. Hilde

gard, Mechthild, and Gertrude the Great

are striking examples. There were also at

tempts at a reformation of the Church and
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