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Europe and the Saracens

e —

the abuses of the clergy. The Albigenses
and the Waldenses were in many ways
forerunners of Protestantism. Numerous
other sects less pure in doctrine and morals
arose at this time and spread everywhere
from Eastern Spain to Northern Germany.
All of them were agreed in opposing ecclesi-
astical authority, and often that of the state.

Such was the political, intellectual, moral,
and religious condition of Europe in the
days of Raymund Lull.

The Mohammedan world was also in a
state of ferment. The Crusades taught
the Saracen at once the strength and the
weakness of medieval Christianity. The
battle-field of Tolosa, strewed with two
hundred thousand slain Moslems, was the
death-knell of Islam in Spain. Saracen
rule and culture at Granada were only the

after-glow of a sunset, glorious but tran-

sient. What dominions the Saracens lost

in the west they regained in Syria and the
IS
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