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East. In 1250 the Mameluke sultans be

gan to reign in Egypt, and under Beybars

I. Moslem Egypt reached the zenith of its

fame. Islam was a power in the thirteenth

century not so much by its conquests with

the sword as by its conquests with the

pen. Moslem philosophy, as interpreted

by Alkindi, Alfarabi, Avicenna, and Al

gazel, but most of all the philosophy of

Averroes, was taught in all the universi

ties. Aristotle spoke Arabic before he was

retranslated into the languages of Europe.

The Saracens, says Myers, were during

the Middle Ages almost the sole reposi

tories of the scientific knowledge of the

world. While the Western nations were

too ignorant to know the value of the

treasures of antiquity, the Saracens pre

served them by translating into Arabic the

scientific works of the Greeks." Part of this

learning came to Europe through the Cru

saders, but it came earlier and more largely
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