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diplomat, partly as a missionary, to the

Great Khan. In 1219 Francis of Assisi

with mad courage vent into the Sultan's

presence at Damietta and proclaimed the

way of salvation, offering to undergo the

ordeal of fire to prove the truth of the

Gospel. The Dominican general Raimund

de Pennaforti, who died in 1273, also de

voted himself to missions for the Saracens,

but with no success.

The only missionary spirit of the twelfth

and thirteenth centuries was that of the Cru-

saders. They took up the sword and per

ished by the sword. But "Raymund Lull

was raised up as if to prove in one startling

case, to which the eyes of all Christendom

were turned for many a day, what the Cru

sades might have become and might have

done for the world, had they been fought for

the cross with the weapons of Him whose last

words from it were forgiveness and peace.'*

*
George Smith: "A Short History of Missio"I
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