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miles. It has mountain ranges on the
north, three considerable rivers, and wood-
land as well as meadow. The climate is
healthy in spite of frequent mists and rains,
sudden changes of temperature, and great
midday heat. Mountains and climate and
history have left their impress on its peo-
ple. The Catalonians are distinct in origin
from the other inhabitants of Spain, and
differ from them to this day in dialect,
dress, and character. About 470 A.D., this
part of the peninsula was occupied by the
Goths, whence it was called Gothalonia, and
later Catalonia. It was taken possession
of by the Berbers in 712, who in turn were
dispossessed by the Spaniards and the
troops of Charlemagne. In 1137 Catalonia
was annexed to Aragon. The Catalonians
are therefore a mixed race. They have al-
ways been distinguished for frugality, wit,
and industry; they have much national

pride and a strong revolutionary spirit.
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