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The Catalan language and its large litera

ture are quite distinct from that of the

other Spanish provinces. The poetical

works of Lull are among the oldest ex

amples of Catalan extant.

The Balearic Islands have always be

longed to the province of Catalonia as re

gards their people and their language. On

a clear day the islands are plainly visible

from the monastery of Monserrat, and by

sea from Barcelona it is only one hundred

and forty miles to Palma. Between these

two harbors there has always been and is

now a busy traffic. Majorca has an area of

fourteen hundred and thirty square miles,

a delightful climate, beautiful scenery, and

a splendid harbor-Palma. Some of its

valleys, such as Valdemosa and Soller,

are celebrated for picturesque luxuriance.

The northern mountain slopes are ter

raced; the olive, the vine, and the almond.

tree are plenteous everywhere in the plains.
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