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Biograpby of Raymund Lull

Palma probably owes its name and harbor
to Metellus Balearicus, who m 123 ..
settled three thousand Roman and Spanish
colonists on the 1sland, and whose expedi-
tion is symbolized on the Roman coins by
a palm branch. He also gave his name to
the island group, and the Balearic slingers
are famous in Casar’s “ Commentaries.”
Palma 1s to-day a busy little port, and
direct commerce is carried on with Valen-
cia, Barcelona, Marseilles, Cuba, Porto
Rico, and even South American ports.
The present population 1is about sixty
thousand. Formerly, Palma was a great
center for shipbuilding, and there 1s little
doubt that in Lull’s time this industry also
gave importance to the town. As early as
the fourteenth century a mole, to a length
of three hundred and eighty-seven yards,
was constructed to improve the harbor of
Palma. This picturesque town was the

birthplace of our hero, and to-day its in-
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