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father was distinguished for military serv

ices. Lull married at an early age, and,

being fond of the pleasures of court life,

left Palma and passed over with his bride

to Spain, where he was made seneschal at

the court of King James II. of Aragon.

Thus his early manhood was spent in

gaiety and even profligacy. All the enthu

siasm and warmth of his character found

exercise only in the pleasures of the court,

and, by his own testimony, he lived a life

of utter immorality in this corrupt age.

Wine, women, and song were then, as often

since, the chief pleasures of kings and

princes. Notwithstanding his marriage

and the blessing of children, Lull sought

the reputation of a gallant and was mixed

up in more than one intrigue. For this

sort of life his office gave him every temp

tation and plenty of opportunity.

A seneschal (literally, an old servant)
*

* From Latin sene + scakus, or Gothic sineigs + skalk.
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