Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems by Samuel M. Zwemer

http://www.ibri.org/Books/Zwemer/1902-Lull-MissMoslems/README.htm

Biograpby of Raymund Iull

ing to his own confessions, however, the
theme of his poetical effusions was not
seldom the joys of lawless love. “I see, O
Lord,” he says in his Contemplations, “ that
trees bring forth every year flowers and
fruit, each after their kind, whence man-
kind derive pleasure and profit. But thus
it was not with me, sinful man that I am;
for thirty years I brought forth no fruit in
this world, I cumbered the ground, nay, was
noxious and hurtful to my friends and neigh-
bors. Therefore, since a mere tree, which
has neither intellect nor reason, is more
fruitful than I have been, I am exceedingly
ashamed and count myself worthy of great
blame.” * In another part of the same book
he returns thanks to God for the great differ-
ence he sees between the works of his after-
life and those of his youth. “ Then,” he says,
all his “actions were sinful and he enjoyed
the pleasures of sinful companionship.”

* “ Liber Contemplationis in Deo,” ix., 257, ed. 1740.
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