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The Vision and Call to Service

be put side by side with Bunyan’s “ Grace
Abounding” and Augustine’s “Confes-
sions” as the biography of a penitent soul,

After the visions he came to the conclu-
sion that he could devote his energies to
no higher work than that of proclaiming
the Message of the Cross to the Saracens.
His thoughts would naturally take this
direction. The 1slands of Majorca and
Minorca had only recently been in the
hands of the Saracens. His father had
wielded the sword of the king of Aragon
against these enemies of the Gospel; why
should not the son now take up the sword
of the Spirit against them? If the carnal
weapons of the crusading knights had
failed to conquer Jerusalem, was it not
time to sound the bugle for a spiritual cru-
sade for the conversion of the Saracen?
Such were the thoughts that filled his
mind. But then, he says, a difficulty arose.

How could he, a layman, in an age whe,n
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