
tbe Vision anb Call to %er'Ice

tho old desires and the old life were pass

ing away, all things had not yet become

new. For three months his great design

was laid aside and he struggled with old

passions for the mastery. On the fourth

of October, the festival of St. Francis of

Assisi, Lull went to the Franciscan church

at Palma and heard from the lips of the

friar-preacher the tale of the "Spouse of

Poverty." He learned how this son of Pie

tro Bernadone di Mericoni, once foremost

in deeds of war and a gay worldling, was

taken prisoner at Perugia and brought by

disease to the very gates of death; how

he saw visions of the Christ and of the

world to come; how, when he emerged

from his dungeon, he exchanged his gay

apparel for the garb of the mendicant,

visiting the sick, tending the leprous, and

preaching the Gospel; how in 1219, before

the walls of Damietta, this missionary..

monk crossed over to the infidels and wit
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