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Preparation for the Conflict

A man of grand achievements, unceasing
activity, and stern orthodoxy, he used every
endeavor to extend and strengthen the
religion of the state* Islam had political
power and prestige. She was mistress of
philosophy and science. In the beginning
of the thirteenth century the scientific
works of Aristotle were translated from
the Arabic into Latin. Roger Bacon and
Albertus Magnus were so learned that the
clergy accused them of being in league
with the Saracens!

Such was the Mohammedan world which
Lull dared to defy, and planned to attack
with the new weapons of love and learning
instead of the Crusaders’ weapons of fa-
naticism and the sword. The Christian
world did not love Moslems in the thir-
teenth century, nor did they understand
their religion. Marco Polo, a contempo-
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