
Oreparation for the Conflict

ration privately. First he laid plans for a

thorough mastery of the Arabic language.

To secure a teacher was not an easy mat

ter, as Majorca had years ago passed from

Saracen into Christian hands, and as no

earnest Moslem would teach the Koran

language to one whose professed purpose

was to assail Islam with the weapons of

philosophy.

He therefore decided to purchase a Sara.

cen slave, and with this teacher his biog

raphers tell us that Lull was occupied in

Arabic study for a period of more than

nine years. Could anything prove more

clearly that Lull was the greatest as well as

the first missionary to Moslems?

After this long, and we may believe suc

cessful, apprenticeship with the Saracen

slave, a tragic incident interrupted his

studies. Lull had learned the language of

the Moslem, but the Moslem slave had not

yet learned the love of Christ; nor had his
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