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Prepacation for the Conflict

In the age of scholasticism, when all
sorts of puerile questions were seriously
debated in the schools, and philosophy was
anything but practical, it was Lull who
proposed to use the great weapon of this
age, dialectics, in the service of the Gospel
and for the practical end of converting the
Saracens. Let us admit that he was a
scholastic, but he was also a missionary.
His scholastic philosophy is ennobled by
its fiery zeal for the propagation of the
Gospel, and by the love for Christ which
purifies all its dross in the flame of passion
for souls.

We may smile at Lull’s dialectic, and his
“circles and tables for finding out the dif-
ferent ways in which categories apply to
things”; but no one can help admiring
the spirit that inspired the method. “In
his assertion of the place of reason in re-
ligion, in his demand that a »a#onal Chris-

tianity should be presented to heathendom,
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