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"The end of the geographical feat is the

beginning of the missionary enterprise."

Authorities disagree whether this mis,

sionary training-school of Lull was opened

under the patronage of the king, at Palma,

or at Montpellier. From the fact that in

1297 Lull received letters at Montpellier

from the general of the Franciscans recom

mending him to the superiors of all Fran

ciscan houses, it seems that he must have

formed connections with the brotherhood

there at an early period.

Montpellier, now a town of considerable

importance in the south of France near

the Gulf of Lyons, dates its prosperity from

the beginning of the twelfth century. In

1204 it became a dependency of the house

of Aragon through marriage, and remained

so until 1350. Several Church councils

were held there during the thirteenth cen

tury, and in 1292 Pope Nicholas IV., prob

ably at the suggestion of Lull, founded a
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