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Biograpby of Raymund Lull

summoned at Vienne, three hundred miles
away in the south of France, on October
16, 1311. A general council might favor
what popes had scarcely deigned to notice.
So he retraced the long journey he had
just taken. Nearly three hundred prelates
were present at the council. The combat
of heresies, the abrogation of the order of
Templars, proposals for new crusades, and
discussions as to the legitimacy of Boniface
VIII. occupied the most attention. Never-
theless the council gave heed to at least
one of Lull’s proposals, and passed a de-
cree that professorships of the Oriental lan-
guages should be endowed in the universi-
ties of Paris, Salamanca, and Oxford, and
in all cities where the papal court resided.
Thus, at last, he had lived to see one
portion of his lifelong pleadings brought
to fruition. Who is able to follow out the
result for missions of these first Oriental

language chairs in European universities
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