
just 1ISi99tonar2 3ourne to tunis

Islam without a titular head (1258) the

Hafsites assumed the title of Prince of

the Faithful and extended their rule from

Tlemçen
to Tripoli. The dignity of the

Tunisian rulers was acknowledged even in

Cairo and Mecca, and so strong were they

in their government that, unaided, they

held their own against repeated Frankish

invasions. The Seventh Crusade ended

disastrously before Tunis. Tunis was in

fact the western center of the Moslem

world in the thirteenth century. Where

St. Louis failed as a king with his great

army, Raymund Lull ventured on his

spiritual crusade single-handed.

Tunis is on an isthmus between two salt

lakes and is connected with the port of

Goletta by an ancient canal. Two build

ings still remain from the days of Lull: the

mosque of Abu Zakariyah in the citadel,

and the great Mosque of the Olive Tree

in the center of the town. The ruins of
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