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Other Missionary Fourneys

N AT

supremacy they enjoyed ample toleration,
but, in proportion as the Moors were
driven out and the Christians became
powerful, the Jews suffered. As early as
1108 a riot broke out in Toledo against the
Jews and the streets streamed with their
blood. All through the twelfth and thir-
teenth centuries dark stories were told of
the hostility of the Jews. It was said that
they poisoned wells, stole the consecrated
wafers to pierce them with a needle, and
crucified infants at their Passover festivals
and used their entrails for magic and se-
cret rites! In 1253 the Jews were expelled
from France and in 1290 from England.
Many were put to death by the Inquisi-
tion, and there were very few Christians
who dared to defend a Jew in court. A
child could not be missed without some
foul play being suspected on the part of a
Jew. In vain a few pious monks pro-

tested against such accusations and tried
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