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old gateway from the harbor, which dates

from the eleventh century, and through

which Lull must have entered the town.*

Aitho there were Christian merchants in

Bugia, they were a small minority, and were

able to secure commercial freedom and

favor only by avoiding all religious con

troversy and keeping their light carefully

under a bushel. One can read in the his

tory of the Mameluke dynasty, which ruled

Egypt at this period, how Christians were

regarded and treated by the Saracens. So

far as possible the odious edict of Omar

II. was reimposed and its intolerant rules

enforced.

The Mameluke sultan Nasir, "a jealous,

cruel, suspicious, and avaricious tyrant,"

extended his power over Tunis and Bugia

from 1308-1320. He was fanatical as well

as cruel, and one has only to read how

Christian churches were destroyed, Chris

tians burned or mutilated, and their prop-
* See page 140.
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