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Pbilosopber and EHutbor

Both, however, decide to remain ascetics.
Blanquerna enters a monastery and his fair
sweetheart turns nun. The allegory re-
lates the experiences of these characters in
their different surroundings—the pilgrim,
the monk, and the abbess. To borrow
words 1n another book from Lull himself,
“we see the pilgrim traveling away in dis-
tant lands to seek Thee, tho Thou art so
near that every man, if he would, might
find Thee in his own house and chamber.
The pilgrims are so deceived by false men,
whom they meet in taverns and churches,
that many of them when they return home
show themselves to be far worse than they
were when they set out.” Dofia Cana, the
abbess, disputes with her sister nuns the
authority of the priest to bind the con-
science, and even draws in question some
of the doctrines of the Church! The va-
rious characters bear allegorical names.

When Blanquerna reaches Rome the Pope
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