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Last Fourney and aartyrdom

from old age, the failure of natural warmth
and excess of cold; but thus, if it be Thy
will, Thy servant would not wish to die;
he would prefer to die in the glow of love,
even as Thou wast willing to die for
him,” *

Other passages in Lull’s writings of this
period, such as the words at the head of
this chapter, show that he longed for the
crown of martyrdom. If we consider the
age in which Lull lived and the race from
which he sprang, this is not surprising.
Even before the thirteenth century, thou-
sands of Christians died as martyrs to the
faith in Spain; many of them cruelly tor-
tured by the Moors for blaspheming Mo-

" hammed.

Among the Franciscan order a mania
for martyrdom prevailed. Every friar who

* < Liber Contemplationis,” cxxix., 19; *‘ Vita Secunda,”
eap. iv., and * Liber Contemplationis,” cxxx., 27. Cf.

Maclear, p. 367.
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