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condition of Islam to-day! The philo-
sophical disintegration of the system began
very early, but has grown more rapidly in
the past century than in all the twelve that
preceded. The strength of Islam is to sit
still, to forbid thought, to gag reformers,
to abominate progress. But the Wahabis
“drew a bow at a venture” and smote
their king “between the joints of the har-
ness.” Their exposure of the unorthodoxy
of Turkish Mohammedanism set all the
world thinking. Abd-ul-Wahab meant to
reform Islam by digging for the original
foundations. The result was that they
now must prop up the house! In India
they are apologizing for Mohammed’s
morals and subjecting the Koran to higher
criticism. In Egypt prominent Moslems
advocate abolishing the veil. In Persia
the Babi movement has undermined Islam
everywhere. In Constantinople they are

trying to put new wine into the old skins
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