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PREFACE 9

Mda’arif of Mihyece-ed-Din-al-Bune, This book treats
of the names of God and their use in amulets, heal-
ing, recovering lost property, etc. I am aware that
in some parts of the Mohammedan world disintegra-
tion of religious ideas is in progress and t.at the
theology as well as the ethics of Islam is being modi-
fied by contact with Western civilization, Protestant
missions, and Christian morals. My idea, however,
was not to sketch the theological views of Moslems
in Liverpool nor of the reformers of Islam in India,
but of the vast orthodox majority of the people both
learned and illiterate.

In the comparative study of any religion the idea
of God is fundamental, and if these pages give a
clearer idea of what Mohammed taught and what
his followers believe concerning Allah, the Christian
missionary will the more earnestly preach to Mos-
lems the Gospel of our Saviour, who said, “He that
hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”

S. M. ZwEMER.

BAHREIN, ARARIA,

February, 1905.
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