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that they themselves emphasize nothing so much as

this part of their system. It is the motto-text of the

Moslem's home-life, the baptismal formula to wel

come the infant as a believer, the final message to

whisper in the ears of the (lying, La ilaha illa Allah.

These words they chant when carrying a burden or

a bier; these words they inscribe on their banners

and their door-posts; they appear on all the early

coins of the caliphs and have been the great -battle

cry of Islam for thirteen centuries. By repeating

these words, the infidel turns Moslem and the rene

gade is welcomed back to a spiritual brotherhood.

By this creed the faithful are called to prayer five

times daily, from Morocco to the Philippines, and

this is the platform on which all the warring sects

of Islam can unite, for it is the foundation and crite

rion of their religion. According to a traditional

saying of Mohammed, "God said to Moses, if you

were to put the whole universe on one side of the

scale-pans and the words La ilaha Lila Allah on the

other this would outweigh that."' Orthodox tradi

tion also relates that the prophet one day was passing

by a dry and withered tree and as soon as he struck

it with his staff the leaves fell off; then the prophet

said, Verily, the words La 'ilaha Lila Allah shake off

the believer's sins as my staff shook off the leaves

from this tree.'

'Misl&kat el Misabh, Delhi edition, Book X., p. 201.

2lbid., p. 202.
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