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TIHHERE Is NO GOD BUT ALLAH 19

be no compromise; both clauses of the creed fall
together.

To the etymologist, Zeus-Pater, Jupiter and Heav-
enly Father mean the same thing; but these words
express widely different ideas to the student of com-
parative religions. Many people have a better
knowledge of Jupiter, Brahma or Thor as deities
than of Allah ; and it 1s so because in the former case
they go to mythology and in the latter case to ety-
mology for the sum of their ideas. The word Allah
is used for God not only by all Moslems, but by all
Arabic-speaking Jews and Christians in the Orient.
But this does not necessarily mean that the idea ex-
pressed by the word is the same in each case. The
ideas of Mohammed regarding God’s existence, char-
acter and attributes came to him from three sources.
First he undoubtedly had a knowledge of God from
nature, and the passages of the Koran which set
forth this natural theology are some of them the
most beautiful and poetic in the whole book. Then,
by his heredity and environment he could not free
himself from the pagan ideas of Deity current among
the Arabs. Lastly, he learned something of the God
of Abraham and of the teachings of the New Testa-
ment from the Jews and Christians of Arabia and
Abyssinia. From these three sources Mohammed
obtained his theology, and to each source we can trace
some of the ideas he sets forth in the Koran and in
his table-talk concerning Allah. What was the re-
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