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suit? This question we will try to answer in what

follows. It remains to quote a few authoritative

testimonies to show at the out-set, that the verdict

is not unanimous regarding the ethical value

and the philosophic truth of Mohammedan Mono

theism.

Frederick Perry Noble, an authority on Islam in

Africa, writes:' "The crowning benefit bestowed

upon the benighted negro by Islam, its advocate ex

claims, is the belief in the one true God. Is not this

an advance, an immense advance, upon fetichism

and idolatry? This depends on the content and effect

of the idea of God in Islam and in African paganism.

If the two members of the religious equation prove

of equal value, the answer must be: x = y and the

gain is zero." This is very strong language. In the

following paragraphs of that chapter of his book the

author puts Allah in the balances against an African

fetich and the scales hang nearly even! How differ

ent is this testimony from that of Canon Taylor, and

Dr. Blyden and Bosworth Smith regarding Islam's

blessing to dark Africa.' Major Osborne, in sketch

mg the history of religion under the Khahfs of Bag

dad, concludes: "The God of the Moslem is not a

righteous God, but an arbitrary sovereign. I know

that passages in the Koran can be produced wherein

177J Redemption of Africa, Vol. I., p. 73.
2See, for example, Blyden's Christianity, Islam and the

Negro Race, pp. 7, 28, 199-215, 277-299.London, 1888.
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