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only to argue the matter of polygamy with any

Mos-lemmullah to have the above statements confirmed.

To the common mind there is, indeed, no distinction

whatever between the ceremonial law and the moral;

nor is it easy to find such a distinction even implied

in the Koran. It is as great an offence to pray with

unwashen hands as to tell a lie, and "pious" Moslems

who nightly break the seventh commandment (ac

cording to their own lax interpretation of it) will

shrink from a tin of English meat for fear they be de

filed with swine's flesh. As regards the moral code

Islam is phariseeisrn translated into Arabic.

The lack of all distinction between the ceremonial

and moral law comes out most of all in the traditional

sayings of the prophet. These sayings, we must re

member, have nearly equal authority with the Koran

itself. Take two examples: "The prophet, upon

whom be prayers and peace, said, One dirhem of

usury which a man eats, knowing it to be so, is more

grievous than thirty-six fornications; and whosoever

has been so nourished is worthy of hell-fire." "The

taking of interest has seventy parts of guilt, the least

of which is as if a man commits incest with his

mother." "The trousers of a man must be to the

middle of his leg . . . but whatever is below

that is in hell-fire."'

To understand the great lack of the moral, element

1Mishkat-el-Misabih in loco, and Osborn's Iskim under the

Khalifs of Bagdad, p. 63.
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