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ALLAH’S ATTRIBUTES ANALYZED 63

the attributes are eternal, or all of them, there is
more than one Eternal; and two Eternals is infi-
delity!

One sect, the Mutarabisiyah, chose an impossible,
although golden, mean by teaching that Allah with
all His attributes, save three, is eternal; but His
power, knowledge and purpose were created. What
Allah could have been before He had power, knowl-
edge or purpose they do not say.

In only one passage of the Koran, Allah is de-
scribed as seemingly dependent on or indebted to
something outside of Himself; the verse represents
Allah as the Light of the World, but the commen-
taries cast no light on its peculiar and evidently mys-
tical teaching; “God is the light of the heavens and
the earth ; His light is as a niche in which is a lamp,
and the lamp isin a glass, the glass is as though it were
a glittering star; +f vs lif from a blessed tree, an olwve,
neither of the east nor of the west, the oil of which
would well-nigh gie light though no fire touched 1.

Light upon Light.” (Surah 24:35.)

Is this one of the many distorted reflections of
ideas which Mohammed borrowed from the Jews and

does he refer to the Golden Candlestick ?
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