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or in quiescence, in action or in capad t.y. The sole

power, the sole motor, iiiovenwi'it, energy and deed is

God; the rest is downright. inertia and mere mstru

mentality, from the highest. archangel down to the

simplest atom of creation. hence in this one sen

tence, 'La ilaha. illa. Allah,' is summed up a system

which, for want of a better name, I may be permitted

to call the Pantheism of Force, or of Act, thus exclu

sively assigned to God, who absorbs it all, exercises

it all, and to Whom alone it can be ascribed, whether

for preserving or for destroying, for relative evil or

for equally relative good. I say relative because it

is clear that in such a theology no place is left for

absolute good or evil, reason or extravagance; all is

abridged in the autocratical will of the one great

Agent: 'sic volo, sic jubeo, stet pro ratione voluntas;'

or more significantly still, in Arabic, 'Kama yesha,'

'as He wills it,' to quote the constantly recurring ex

pression of the Koran.

"Thus immeasurably and eternally exalted above,

and dissimilar from, all creatures which lie levelled

before Him on one common plane of instrumentality

and inertness, God is One in the totality of omnipo

tent and omnipresent action, which acknowledges no

rule, standard or limit, save His own sole and abso

lute will. He communicates nothing to His

creatures; for their seeming power and act ever re

main His alone, and in return He receives nothing

from them; for whatever they may be, that they are
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