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seate(l IL nnself upon his throne and ('compelled to

service') imposed laws on the sun and moon; each

travelleth to its appointed goal. He ordereth all

things." Surah35: 12: "God created you out of

dust, then of the germs of life, then made you two

The first thing that strikes one is the evident con

tradiction in these texts regarding the number of the

days..of creation. (Cf. Surahs 50: 37 and 41: 8.)

But such disagreement of statement is common in the

Koran. Beidhawi's commentary tries hard to recon

cile the discrepancy, but finally gives it up. On

Surah 41st he remarks: "Allah did not command

the heavens and the -earth to come in order to prove

their obedience, but only to manifest His power."

He explains the two days of creation thus: "He cre

ated the heavens on Thursday and the sun, moon and

stars on Friday." According to the table-talk of the

prophet
"
(Mishkat-el-Misabih .24.; 1,. part 3) God

created the earth on Saturday, the hills on Sunday,

the trees on Monday, all unpleasant things on

Tuesday, the light on Wednesday, the beasts on

Thursday, and Adam, who was the last creation,

was created after the time of afternoon prayers on

Friday.

In this orthodox tradition, Mohammed's idea that

Allah is the author of evil crops out. This idea oc

curs also in Surah 113:2: "I seek refuge in the Lord

of the daybreak.from the evil he did make." Zamakh-
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