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DENIAL OF THE TRINITY 79

therefore, we must examine not only what it tells
of the Trinity, but also those passages that speak
of the nature of Jesus Christ and of the Holy
Spirit.

The following order will be observed in our study:
(«) the Koran passages that speak directly of the
Trinity; (b) those that refer to the subject in-
directly ; (¢) the Christology of the Koran as it bears
on this doctrine; (d) the passages that speak of the
Holy Spirit.

(a) The direct references to the Trinity are not
many in the Koran and all occur in two Surahs,
composed by Mohammed toward the close of his
career at Medina. Surah 4:167-170 reads: “O ye

people of the Book do not exceed in your religion nor

say against God aught save the truth. The Messiah,
Jesus, the son of Mary, is but the apostle of God and
His Word which He cast into Mary and a spirit from
Him ; believe, then, in God and His apostles, and say
not, Three. Have done! It were better for you.
God is only one God, celebrated be His praise from
that He should beget a son!” Again Surah 5:77:
“They misbelieve who say, Verily, God is the third
of three; for there is no God but one, and if they do
not desist from what they say there shall touch those
who misbelieve among them grievous woe. Will
they not turn again towards God and ask pardon of
Him ? for God is forgiving and merciful.” The third
passage, and that most often used as a proof-text by
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