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and Tradition agree that it was miraculous, but they
equally deny an incarnation ot Deity in the Chris-
tian sense. Surah 3:37-43: “And when the angels
said, O Mary, verily God has chosen thee and has
purified thee and has chosen thee above the women
of the world. O Mary! be devout unto thy Lord and
adore and bow down with those whobow. . . . O
Mary, verily God gives thee the glad tidings of a
Word from ITim his name shall be Messiah Jesus,
the son of Mary, regarded in this world and the next,
and of those whose place is nigh to God. And He
shall speak to people in his cradle and when grown
up, and shall be among the righteous. She said, Lord,
how can I have a son when man has not yet touched
me? He said, Thus God creates what He pleaseth.
When He decrees a matter He only says, Be and it
is. . . .” Surah 19:16-21: “And mention in the
book, Mary; when she retired from her family into
an eastern place; and she took a veil to screen herself
from them; and we sent unto her our spirit, and he
took for her the semblance of a well-made man. Said
she, Verily, I take refuge in the Merciful One from
thee, if thou art pious. Said he, I am only a mes-
senger of thy Lord to bestow on thee a pure
boy.” . . . Zamakhshari comments on this
verse in the usual coarse, materialistic way by saying
that the virgin conceived “when the angel Gabriel
blew up her garment.” (Vol. IL., p. 4.) It is im-
possible to translate the gross and utterly sensual
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