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ideas of Mos]ern commentators on the miraculous

birth of Jesus Christ. The above verses from the

Koran, however, will indicate to the thoughtful

reader how far off even Mohammed was from a spir

itual conception of God's power as creator, though he

believed Christ to be merely human. The Moslem

mind to-day is too carnal to understand what the

Christian Church means by its doctrine of the In

carnation. Husain, the commentator, e.g., says:

"When she went eastward, i.e., out of her house in an

eastward direction to perform her ablutions, Gabriel

appeared to her." And Zamakhshari suggests that

this accounts for the eastward position in prayer on

the part of Christians!

The Koran denies the Divinity and the eternal

Sonship of Christ. He is a creature like Adam.

God could. destroy Jesus and His mother without

loss to Himself. Surah 19:35, 36: "God could not

take to Himself any son. . . . When He de

crees a matter He only says to it 'Be,' and it is."

Surah 3:51: "Verily, the likeness of Jesus with God

is i 't'he,keness of Adam. He created him from

the..earth, then He said to him Be, and he was."

Surah 9:30: "The Jews say Ezra is the son of God;'

and the Christians say that the Messiah is the son of

GodTthi what they say with their mouths imi-

'There is no Jewish tradition whatever in support of this

accusation of Mohammed and it was probably a malicious in

vention. Cf. Palmer's note and the Commentaries.
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