
88 THE MOSLEM DOCTRINE OF GOD

Prophet. In considering the character and content

of !oskmn monotheism, a Christian can never forget

that Jesus Christ has no place in the Moslem idea

of God, and that the portrait of our Saviour as

given in the Koran and in Tradition is a sad cari

cature.

(d) The third person of the Trinity, the Holy

Spirit, is mentioned by that name three times in the

Koran. Surah 16:104 speaks of Him as the inspir-..

ing agent of the Koran: "Say the Holy Spirit

brought it down from thy Lord in truth-" and twice

in the 2d Surah, vs. 81 and 254, we read: "We

strengthened him (i.e., Jesus) with the Holy

Spirit." But all Moslem commentators are agreed

that the Holy Spirit in these passages means the

angel Gabriel. Why Mohammed confounded Gabriel

with the Holy Spirit is far from clear. The only

distinct assertion that Gabriel was the channel of

M'oliammed's revelation occurs in a Medina Surah

and Gibriel is mentioned only once besides

(66:4). Was this a misapprehension or a misrepre

sentation o fhd tt of the Koran and the com

mentators? We have already seen that the commen

tators at least were not in ignorance of the fact that

the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity

among Christians. Was Mohammed ignorant of the

true doctrine of the Trinity as held by Christians?

that he was; and this idea finds

its support in the old story of the Oollyridian sect in
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