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TIIE COMPLETED IDEA 111

or goodness has reference only and wholly to what
God 18 external to Ilimself. In the Bible, love is not
a mere attribute of Deity. God is love. God’s love
not only shines forth from Genesis to the Book of the
Revelation, but it is often declared to have existed
from all eternity. (Jer. 31:3; John 3:16; 17:24;
Eph. 1:4; Rev. 13:8.) Fairbairn remarks. “The
love which the Godhead makes immanent and essen-
tial to God gives God an altogether new meaning and
actuality for religion; while thought is not foreed to
conceive monotheism as the apotheosis of an
Almighty will or an impersonal idea of the pure
reason.”

Moslem mysticism was a revolt against the ortho-
dox doctrine of Allah. " The human_heart craves a
"‘God_who loves; a personal God who has close rela-
tions with huma.mty ; a living God who can be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities and who hears and
answers prayer. Such a God the Koran does not re-

.veal. A being who is incapable of loving is also in-

capable of being loved. And the most remarkable
testimony to this lack in the orthodox Moslem con-
ception of Deity is the fact that the passionate devo-
tional poetry of the Sufis is put down as rank heresy.
Allah is too rich and too proud and too independent
to need or desire the tribute of human love. In con-
sequence Islam _.1...8,, _g.m_loveless creed. The Bible teach-

ing that “God is love” is to ‘the learned blasphemy
and to the ignorant an enigma. Orthodox Islam is
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