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Slavery and concubinage exist everywhere. Polyg

amy arid divorce are cornrrion. The conscience is

petrified; legality is the highest form of worship; vir

tue is to be like the prophet. The Arabic language
has no every-day word for conscience and the present

book-term does not even occur in the Koran. Intel

lectually, there has been little progress. The

Bedouins are nearly all illiterate and book-learning

in the towns is compressed into the mould of Koran

philosophy. Arabia has no unity except the unity of

intolerance and suspicion. Fatalism has paralyzed

progress. Injustice is stoically accepted and the bulk

of the people are passive. No man bears another

man's burden and there is no public spirit. Treachery

and murder are the steps to petty thrones in free

Arabia, and in the Turkish provinces justice is sold

to the highest bidder. Cruelty is common. Lying is

a fine art and robbery a science. Islam has made the

hospitable Arab hostile to Christians and wary of

strangers. If Mohammedan monotheism had in it

the elements of salvation and progress for its dev

otees, surely Arabia would have witnessed the re

sult. For thirteen hundred years the experiment

has been tried-and, by the witness of all travellers,

it has piteously failed.

A stream can rise no higher than its source. Islam

has no lofty conception of ethics and of holiness like

that of the Christian religion. Mohammed's life soon

became the standard of morality for all Moslems. In
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