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INTRODUCTION 7

has stirred their hearts. It has stirred the hearts

- of educated Moslems too, in Egypt as well as in

India. A new book on this very subject was
recently published at Cairo by Kasim Ameen, a
learned Moslem jurist. Although he denies that
Islam is the cause, yet speaking of the present rela-
tion of the Mohammedan woman to man the author
says:

“Man is the absolute master and woman the
slave. She is the object of his sensual pleasures, a
toy, as it were, with which he plays, whenever and
however he pleases. Knowledge is his, ignorance
is lers. The firmament and the light are his, dark-
ness and the dungeon are hers. His is to command,
hers is to blindly obey. His is everything that is,
and she is an insignificant part of that everything.

“Ask those that are married if they are loved by
their wives, and they will answer in the affirmative.
The truth, however, is the reverse. I have per-
sonally investigated the conditions of a number of
families that are supposed to be living in harmony,
peace, and love, and I have not found one husband
who truly loved his wife, or one wife who evinced
a sincere affection for her husband. This outward
appearance of peace and harmony—this thin veneer-
ing—only means one of three things, namely, either
the husband is made callous and nonchalant by in-
cessant strife, and has finally determined to let things
take their course; or the wife allows herself to be
utilized as an ordinary chattel, without uttering a
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