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The productive capacity of the land had always

depended upon the annual overflow of the Nile, but

every summer during the season of high Nile billions

and billions of cubic feet of water would roll away a

rich and wanton waste into the sea, simply because

there were not enough channels to carry it out into

the thirsty sands of the desert. Energetic men con

ceived the idea of bringing these waste waters into

control, to carry them out through the surrounding

countries, bringing life and prosperity where there

was dearth and desolation. For this purpose sev

eral great dams were built; one at Cairo, one at

Assiut and one at Assouan, making it possible to

store up much of the water which had formerly

gone to waste, and canals were dug to carry the life

giving water out to the desert where thousands of

acres of land have been reclaimed.

The large cities of Egypt are densely populated.

A town of twenty-five thousand people is considered

a mere village. It might be wondered what the peo

ple do for a livelihood, but they all seem to do some

thing. There are all sorts of tradesmen and artifi

cers. It is next to impossible to enumerate them,

there's the :-

Richman, poorman, beggarman, thief;
Doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief;

Butcher, baker,

Candle-stick maker,

Soldier, sailor,

Tinker, tailor, etc., etc.
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