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There are few signs of extreme want, but disease

and deformity meet one everywhere, and blindness

is perhaps the most pitiful.

Egypt is largely an agricultural country, and

naturally the largest percentage of her inhabitants

are tillers of the soil. A little more than half be

long to the peasant class and are known as "fella

heen." They are industrious after their own

fashion, conservative to the point of bigotry, yet

good-humored and peaceable. The peasant class

are the hope of Egypt. They look back to a past

full of crushing tyranny, political and religious, but

under the improved political condition of the coun

try the Egyptian peasant is beginning to widen his

horizon and to aim for education and civilization.

Poor they certainly are, but what of that when

they have enough to eat such as it is and can spend

their whole lives in sunshine and fresh air? Warm

enough with the lightest clothing, well sheltered by

the rudest cabin, no hard winters to provide against,

and no coal to buy.

Such is the physical condition of Egypt and the

Egyptian. What of the moral and spiritual?

Nine-tenths of the people are Mohammedans,

thus Mohammedan ideas rule the thought and man

ner of life.

Because Mohammedans worship one God, many

people say, "Let them alone, their religion is good

enough for them, it is even better suited to them

than Christianity." It is true that Mohammedan-
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