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A ic poetry and literature is generally veryrab*

uncomplimentary to woman, characterizing her as a

donkey, or even a snake. The majority of the men

hoot at the gallantry and courtesy which Anglo-Sax

on etiquette demands of men towards women. Says

an Egyptian, "Our women must be beaten in order

to be made to walk straight." And beaten they are

for trifling offence by father, husband, brother, or

son as occasion demands. This custom is so com

mon that the women themselves expect a whipping

occasionally.

It has been said that the theology of Islam does

not give woman a place in heaven, but that state

ment is incorrect. However, her place and station

in heaven seem to depend entirely upon the will of

her husband. Many husbands are like the old Mos

lem sheikh who said, "I don't want my wives in

heaven. I prefer the Harem of beautiful, pure,

clean angels which God has provided for every good

Moslem." The privilege of prayer is practically

denied a young woman with children because of the

strict regulations of washing before prayer. Unless

these ablutions are done carefully according to rule,

prayer is void. A few old women do pray.

The nominal Christians dwelling in the midst of

Islam, though they hate Islam with all their hearts,

have yet imbibed much of their spirit in regard to

the treatment of women. A Coptic priest was

heard to say, "It is better for the women not to go

to church, for they can't keep quiet. They will eat
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