Our Moslem Sisters by Annie Van Sommer and Samuel M. Zwemer (1907)

http://www.ibri.org/Books/Zwemer/1907-MoslemSisters/README.htm

EGYPT, THE LAND OF BONDAGE 31

around in these countries to see for ourselves that
Mohammedanism, as its founder anticipated, has
not improved the morality of those who have em-
braced its principles, but has rather excused and
given license to all sorts of lewdness. It is difficult
for people reared in Christian lands to have any con-
ception of the laxity of morals in Mohammedan
lands and it is a thing to be wondered at and ex-
cused only on the grounds of ignorance of existing
conditions that English parents will allow their
young daughters to become resident teachers or
governesses in rich Mohammedan houses.

The whole system of Islam, in so far as it con-
cerns family life and the treatment of women, is
vile and revolting. The veil and lattice of the
Harem, even though established to guard her mod-
esty and purity, have degraded and debased her by
making her a prisoner.

As a child, she has before her only a few short
years in which she has an opportunity to go to
school and the effort to improve those few years is
very often fruitless, because just as she shows any
signs of budding womanhood (as early as at the
age of ten years and not later than thirteen years)
she must lay aside her books and “be hidden,” as
they say in Arabic; then it is considered im-
proper and immodest for a girl to be seen in the
streets. Her education stops just at the point when
her mind is beginning to open up, and she is learn-
ing to love her books. Thrown back into the seclu-
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