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bright eye. She could not stay away from her

beloved school, she said, so had begged special per
mission to come and spend an hour with her friends.

The seclusion of the Harem is more or less rigid

according to the caprice of some exacting husband

or mother-in-law. As far as the younger married

women's experience goes it is mother-in-law rule

literally, for seldom is a man permitted to take his

wife to a home of his own. The sons and even the

grandsons must bring their brides home to the

father's house and all be subject to the mother. A

household of fifty is no uncommon thing. Much of

the freedom of the younger women depends upon

what the old mother-in-law or grandmother-in-law

thinks proper. Often she rules with a hand of iron,

probably to make up for her own hard life in her

younger days, intermixed with an honest desire to

preserve and promote the honor and dignity of her

house. For the honor, dignity, and aristocracy of a

family are often estimated according to the rigor of

the seclusion of its women-folk.

Thousands of Egyptian women never step over

their own thresholds and many of them never make

complaint, only saying, "Oh, you know our men love

us very much; that is the reason they imprison us.

They do it to protect us."

Among the strictest people a young woman is not

permitted to be seen by even -her father-in-law..

Nor is it allowable for her to be seen by any male

servants except eunuchs. Under such conditions it
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