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EGYPT, THE LAND OF BONDAGE 3%

shutters, would feign illness so as to get an oppor-
tunity to call in her friend, the lady missionary
doctor, and, when rebuked, would laughingly say,
“What am I to do! I must see somebody to pass
away the time and I like to have you come to see
me, but you won’t come unless I send you word I am
111.”

It seems part of the nature of the Egyptian to
distrust his womenfolk and to believe them capable
of any misdemeanor. Therefore they must be care-
fully watched and kept in check. This distrust re-
acts upon the nature and character of the women,
often making them truly unworthy of trust, but
many of them are very sensitive on the subject and
feel keenly this unfair position into which they are
thrown.

What has been said about the strict seclusion of
Egyptian women refers chiefly to the middle and
upper _classes, for the poorest women, those of the
peasant class, have the greatest freedom. They go
about unveiled and manifest a character of marked
independence and self-reliance, but they are ignorant
beyond description, such a thing as books and
schoolroom being unknown quantities to them, and
their lot is a life of drudgery.

Many of the village women labor in the fields
from early morning to late at night, especially dur-
ing the cotton season, seven or eight months of the
year.

During the cotton-ginning season many women
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